
The National Housing Construction Index has been compiled from data gathered and posted  
on the www.buildinginfo.com website. Building Information Ireland analyse and classify all 
planning applications and commencement notices as provided by local authorities.

The National Housing Construction Index by Building Information Ireland indicates  current 
and future housing construction activity on  national, regional and local level. Two key sets of 
data are used. The first, planning applications are a measure of sentiment and a measure of 
potential future activity. The second, commencement notices are a real time barometer of 
actual housing construction activity.
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Key Findings: Applications are up +4% nationally when compared to 2015 with 12 counties 
showing an increase over last year. However the number of residential development units 
applied for is slightly down.

Commencements: Commencements are up +25% when compared to 2015.  The number of 
residential development units  commenced is up 4061 .
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Applications by region
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Commencements by region

9313

6087

3666

745

233

1173

1140

942

1420

822

946

470

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

Dublin Leinster Munster Connacht/Ulster

Development Units

Extensions

One–offs

Development Units



Disclaimer – Link2Plans
The National Housing Construction Index is prepared from information that is provided by local
authorities under planning and building control regulations. We believe that the index is collated with care
from data available at the time of publishing, but we do not make any statement as to its accuracy or
completeness. We reserve the right to vary our methodology and to edit or discontinue the indices, or
analysis at any time. Persons seeking to place reliance on any information contained in this index for their
own or third party commercial purposes do so at their own risk.

Methodology:
The sources of data for the Index are planning applications and commencement notices as 
provided  by local authorities under the planning and development act 2000 and the building 
control (amended) regulations, 2013. It should be noted that under Planning and Development 
act 2000 some categories of building are exempted from planning permission for example, some 
extensions under 40sq mts, are not included in the index. Non “construction activity” related 
applications such as fire certificates, retentions , extension of duration etc….. have been 
excluded from the index. This index focuses on “housing based” construction activity only  i.e. 
house construction, house extensions and residential developments.
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2010 Link2Plans is the portal for every current planning application, approval and commencement in the
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development, management, innovation and online development for the past 25 years.
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